General Biology Syllabus—2012-2013

Instructor:  Mrs. Julie Brown
    
E-mail Address:  brownj@leonschools.net
   
Website:  MrsBrownsBiologySite.weebly.com
Phone #:  487-2110 Ext.1107
Course Description
Biology is a course designed to continue student investigations and deepen student understanding of the biological sciences.  It involves an in-depth study of the cell, the molecular basis of heredity, biological evolution, the interdependence of organisms, matter, energy and organization in living systems, and the adaptive responses of organisms.

Laboratory Activities

Laboratory Activities are designed to develop skills such as designing investigations, making detailed observations, accurately collecting and recording data, and analyzing and interpreting data.  Most laboratories will follow the ADI (Argument-Driven Inquiry) method and will include formal lab reports.  
*More information to follow*
Required Materials


You must be prepared for class each day with the following materials:


* 3-ring binder (1 or 1 ½ inch recommended)

* Highlighter

* Pencils and pens




* Glencoe “Reading Essentials for Biology” book

* Loose-leaf notebook paper



* Dividers (optional)

*1 subject spiral notebook or composition book

* Flash drive (highly recommended) 
Class Rules

1) Be prepared with required materials and an open mind.

2) Be respectful to your classmates and teachers, as well as their property.

3) Be aware of and follow directions and safety procedures the first time they are given.

4) Be courteous and attentive while others are speaking.

5) Be responsible—take ownership of your education.

*All school rules apply to the classroom as well.

Positives

1) One Day Late Pass
2) Positive notes/e-mails/phone calls to home

Consequences

1) Warning/address issue

2) Parent/guardian to be contacted

3) Referral to administration


*Severe Clause:  Behaviors that are extremely disruptive or dangerous to others will result in an immediate 
referral to administration for appropriate disciplinary action.

Cheating and Plagiarism 


Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any form of cheating will result in a zero for the assignment.  
Copying or sharing homework, classwork, lab reports, or information during tests or quizzes is considered 
cheating.  Taking material directly from a source without proper citation and passing it off as your own work is 
considered plagiarism.  
Expectations

I expect that all students will


1)  actively participate in class (pay attention, participate in group work, ask questions, etc.)

2)  come to class prepared with materials and ready to learn.


3)  turn in completed work on time.


4)  ask for assistance right when it is needed.  Do not wait until it’s too late!

5)  do their own work.


6)  put ample time into learning the material.


7)  make good choices regarding behavior and education.  
Grading

Grades are based on the following scale:
Grade for the course is earned by the following weights:


A—90-100




Tests & Quizzes:  
     40%


B—80-89




Labs / Performance:  
     30%

C—70-79




Homework / Classwork:     20%



D—60-69




Journal / Bellwork:             10%


F—59 or below




**May be changed if deemed necessary

Homework

Assigned homework will mostly consist of textbook questions, worksheets, lab reports, current events articles, and journals.  When homework is not assigned, you should spend at least a few minutes looking over your class notes or reviewing the current section in the textbook.  Not every homework assignment will be collected for a grade.  When it is not collected or graded, you must keep it in your binder where you can find it for use on a Binder Test.  When homework is collected or graded, it is due at the beginning of class.
Extra Assistance

Whenever you are having trouble understanding the material that we are covering in class, it is extremely important that you get extra help right away.  I am available to give extra help most days at lunch or after school.

Absences

It is crucial that you attend class whenever possible to keep up with the pace of the class and to avoid falling behind. If you have an excused absence, make up homework and classwork must be made up within the number of days that you missed.   Check my website and the classroom calendar to see what work you missed.  All lab work is done in groups, so it is important that all group members are present for each stage of the lab.  If you miss part of a lab, you may be able to complete the lab with your group.  If multiple stages of the lab are missed, you may need to complete an alternate assignment.

Unexcused absences will result in work not being counted for full-credit.

What is the best way to do well in the class?
· See Expectations section above.  If you meet those expectations, you will likely do well in Biology.  
· Be organized.  Keep your binder neat and orderly.  Write down all due dates.
· Don’t give up, even if it gets challenging!  EFFORT OVER ABILITY

**An online version of the Glencoe Biology textbook is available.  Please see me for the password if you’re interested.
Read, sign, and return to me—Keep the rest of the syllabus in your binder.

I have read Mrs. Brown’s classroom information and I understand what I need to do to be successful in Biology.

Student signature____________________________________________ Date___________________

*Parent/Guardian signature____________________________________ Date___________________

*Parents/Guardians, please provide me with an e-mail address and/or phone number where you can be reached.

E-mail address____________________________________________

Phone number___________________________________________

Additional information that is important for me to know about your child:
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